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This area in Newport
has a concentration
of Victorian cottages

By KATHERINE IMERIE
Pomrrd. Balietl o Seaff Writer

It's one of the charming aspects of
Newport that the city has mo many differ-
ent architectural faces to show visitors.
There's Cokaial-era Newport, with s
boxy wooden 18th-century howses st
ckse 10 cach other on the stroets of the

Historic Hill aad the Polnt, and there is
wrn-of-the-century Newport, with Mg

bulking stose mansions strang cul oo their
estale lawns oa Bellevoe Avenue and
Ocean Drive.

Linking these two dislinct eris & the
Victeeian perfod, comprising the years
from ahout 1530 to 1§90, 5 time when doz-
ens of houses were built in Newpoet as
sammer places for the wealthy Southern.
ers who began to flock 1o the clty for its
cimate and natural beauty is the boom pe-
riod before the Clvil War,

LESS WELL-KNOWN than New-
port's other hidoric areas, the neighbor-
hood that contains the grestest sumber of
these elaborstely designed Victorian oot~
tages has been dubbed Top of the Hill be-
cause [t ocoupees the crest of the Eistoric
E&ll that siopes down to Newpart Harbor.
On 2 street map, Top of the Hill inclodes
the &res from Memorial Boulevard 1o Kay
Street and from the northern stretch of
Bellevee 10 Gibhs Avenue overiooking
Easton’s Pooo

Kay and Catherine Sireets and Old
Beach Road are the maln arteries through
the swighbochood, with Rhode Island Ave-

NEIGHBORHOODS

It’s a wonderful life at the Top of the Hill

2oy Bulee nPIE DA SOUSSES.

THE SAMUEL Tiltan House at 12 Sunnyside Place was bult in 1882 by McKim, Mead & White n the Shingle Styla,

nue rupsing crimswise conpecting Brood-
way with Memorial Boulevard. The extire
aren is ressdential, with wide, gueel Stroets
overhung with shade trees, many of which
were planted when the ntighborhood saw
1s busest pericd of butiding in the mid-

1800s.

The majestic scale of the houses and
the variety and richness of their ornamen-
tation sets this ared apart. The occasoesal
Cape Cod or ranch stuck I ameag the
great sprawling Queen Annes and Shingle

Style houses seems as oul of place as a
house ¢t in 2 pride of licos After all, these
oenate “cottapes” were the precursoes of
the far grander marions Which woeld lat-
er line Bellevoe Avesoe farther south.

Originally bullt as sumsner places for
weslthy families and Uheir SCrvants, Mt
of the elegant houss in ke Top of the HII
neighborhood have twen coaverted into
apartments, a fact that fortumately w not
apparent by looking at thelr exterioes.
Toere are also several bed-and-breakfast
inns Iz the area, which is attractive to
sutsener visitors because it is within walk-
ing distance of both Thames Strect and
First Beach,

UNTIL THE EARLY 19th century, be
Top of the HIll was farmisnd, the only
commercial businesses heing @ windmill
ad some ropewalks where cordage [or
ships was made. (Soave of the sites of Uhess
loeg, straight ropewslk sheds eventually
became strets, induding the sosthern end
of Kay and the section of Cathecine Strect
between Greenough and Rhode Island Av-
o)

Acoonding to a repoct by the Rhode Is-
land Historicsl Presecvation Commission,
the area began to attract summer Visitors
around 1830, when seversl hotels were
built. The main howse on the Gibbes Farm
(for which the presgnt sireet is named)
was converted 1o & spoctsmen’s lodge, and
before Jong 3 mwitwork of alleys and tack
streets was laid out to werve the several
arge hotels which were clustered near
Bellevue.

It was an era when the healthfisl of-
fects of “saltwater hazhing” were much
sought after, and 50 Bath Rood (now Me-
morial Boulevard) was put throsgh 10 car-
ry hotel guests wo Easton’s (or First) Beach.
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Top of the Hill

Lacationc Newport
Price of avallable

bousing: $139 500 1 $363.000
B ryle: $£20.90 per thousand

B 102% valuation
Cammsads 1o Providence: 40 mnuses
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Eventually, the popalarity of the hotels
declined as moee s more people opted 2o
build their own places, The pevmier aschi-
teets of the day — including Richard Mor-
Tis Hunt and the finm of McKim, Mead and
White — were hira? w0 design and build
houses in the exubersst, ornate styles that
were cuttimg edge for thelr day — the
wyles that today s varicusly called
Greel Revival, Queen Anne. Modern
Gothic, Stick or Shingle Style.

Hent designed the Imperessive Stick
Style building that now houses the New-
port Art Museum at t3e corner of Ol
Beach Road and Belleves.

LOCAL ARCHITECTS of Bostos and
Newpart whose work amply represent-
ed in the neighborhood are Clarenoe S,
Luce, George Champlin Mssom and Dudlcy
Newton,

Sam Barker, & 10th-peseration New-
porier and former pressdent of the New-
port Hissorical Sodiety, has ownit the
Clarence Lucr bowse at 11 Franos St for
dechdes and has developed o devp apprech

. D _,’.‘”
THE GOTHIC Revival Danie! S
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wirhurme House at 6 Greenough Place

ation for the Viclorian way of building:
“To me, though 1 ke 20 look at them, the
Colosial-type houses seem fragile and con-
fining. But » house Zike this oae, well, it
Goes take some upkenp, but you can do o
much more with it to maice it livable "
Even subdivided ax it has Dees inlo
threw comfortably spackus apartments,
Barker’s house retains the elaborate interi-
or and exterior detiils thal were describod
& an samiring article in the Newpoet Mer-
cury newspaper when the house was ocoen-
pleted for Mrs. I, Archie Pell in 188]1: "t

has a picturesque and hroken outline, and
is diversifiod by bay windows, projecting
pables, piizzas, ete. ... The finst story &5
<lapbosrd and the second, shingled, while
the gables are finishod in cement and

Compared 1o the high-sociely types
who would later build thelr ostentatious
palsces down the raod, the people who
sumanervd at the Top of the Hill end of
Eellever were “members of the mation's
cultural elite,” according to the Ststowide
Preservation Report, Scientists, classical
scholars, artists, actors, physiclans and

velapers of Newport s 3 summer Tcottagrresont.

was bultn 1862, Swinbume was one of the chiet
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SAM BARKER'S house st 11 Francs St was buit by Carence Luce in 1881 for Mrs. D, Archie Pel in the picturesque
Queen Anne style.

writers [ncluding Clement C. Moore, Sa-
rah C. Woolsey, Henry James and Julia
Ward Howe ail vither lived in or were fre.
Quent visitors 10 the area. setting an intel-
lectual tone.

By 1890, buikling in the ncighbarhood
kad virtually ceased as the g lots filled
up and people with serioes fortumes tursed
their attentivn to the southern end of
Bellevue 258 Ochre Point. Tofay, with
only a few intrusions of inappropriste
housex due to ot suddivisons, the Top of
the Hill is % compact and s lf-contained
callection of some of the finest Victorian
architecture 1o be seen anywhery in the

Sesan McCoy. a real eszate agent with
Carey, Richmond & Viking who fives in
the neighborhood. is co-peesident with her
husband Deanis of the 200-member Top of
the Hill zeighborhood assoclation. She de-
Kribes the arez as having a vear-round
popelation, with some greater Influx in
sammer. “There are a good numiber of re-
tired people who live here, as well ax peo-
ple who wark ia Newpaort or Providence,
#nd military officers who are at the War
College or in the Coast Guard

"IT'S A GREAT neighborhood because
you can walk everywhere — to restio.
rants and shops, the Tennis Hall of Fame,
the art musiam, the beack and Cliff Walk
Elds can walk 1o their Jocal elementary or
junior high school, ar to the private sehoaol
St. Michael's, which is fight in the neigh-
borhood

T neighborhood assocation s pri.
marily social in fumctioe. says Mooy, bt
It also has united members in such mus.
Hous as getting the city to erect 2op signs
0 dow traffic o Rhode Istand Avenoe
The Top of the Fill is part of Newpoet's
Historic Distsict, which strictly limits ex-
terior alteratioes 1o homses

The multiple ¥sting service currently
shows seven bouses far sale in the Top of
the Fill neighborhood, ranging in peice
Troes $139.900 tor a fve-bedroom Caloeial
oo Kay Street to $365,000 for an hisors
Victorian desipned by Stasford White 22 6
Red Cross Avenoe,
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